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He opposed the extreme French proposal to
separate the Ehine Provinces from Germany and
occupy in permanence the bridge-heads. He
looked far ahead. " See here/' he said to the
French, "you will create another Alsace-Lorraine:
you will give Germany a great cause."
He saw in such proposals the certain seeds of
future wars, and wars to which he could not
summon the youth of Great Britain. For he
kept clearly in view that, under the League of
Nations settlement, we, as a contracting party,
might be called upon (under Clause 10) to defend
with arms any detail of the settlement. It was
always his aim to keep British obligations within
the limits of the powers of the British Empire,
He supported President Wilson in the differ-
ence with Italy over Fiume, and Clemenceau
supported both. But Mr. Lloyd George always
hoped to effect a settlement by persuasion.
When President Wilson had made up his mind
to issue an appeal to the Italian nation, Mr. Lloyd
George persuaded him to agree to a postpone-
ment of twenty-four hours. President Wilson
kept precisely to his promise. But it unfortu-
nately happened that, just as the twenty-four
hours expired, delicate negotiations were proceed-
ing between Orlando and Mr. Lloyd George,
and there were still hopes of a settlement, The
appeal was published in the afternoon papers of
Paris, and its immediate effects were to offend
the Italian delegates, throw them back on to the
point of honour, and drive them out of the Peace
Conference. President Wilson acted with his
usual high and simple honesty; but in this case,